Earth Science Notes

Weathering—Breaking rocks into smaller fragments

2 Types of Weathering:

Mechanical Weathering—Breaks rocks apart without changing them chemically (plant roots)

Chemical Weathering—Breaks rocks apart by reacting chemically with the minerals in the rocks (water dissolving the minerals)

Erosion

Erosion—Moving fragments from one location to another (caused by gravity, water, wind and glaciers)

Deposition—Dropping of sediments (fragments)

Natural Resources

Renewable Resources—Natural resources that can be replaced by nature (trees)

Nonrenewable Resources—Natural resources that are available only in limited amounts and cannot be replaced by nature (fossil fuels)

